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Injury Risk

Accidents occur daily in homes, the workplace, on the streats and roads
and also in the pursult of lelsure and sporis activities. In this regard, rugby
iz no different to any other contact sporl and unforunately player injuries
occur which from lime to lime can be of a serious nature.

The cost of reatment and ongoing care for langer lerm serdous injuries
conlinues lo increase considerably and for thal reason, il Is imparative that
avery club and individual player be alert to the necessity for adequate and
Proper INSurance Cover.

Existing Compulsory Insurance

The Insh Rugby Football Union already have a compulsory insurance
scheme in place covering all persons whilst active in rugby in Ireland.
This provides the following benefits payable following an accident:

(il Death €500,000
(i) Loss of two imbs andior the loss of both

eyes or one Imb-and one eye €500,400
(i)  Loss ofone limb or the loss of one eye E€250,000

{ivj  Permanent talzl disablement
(v}  * Severa injury involving joss of use of two
legs and Iwo arms additional

650,000
850,000

* Severe Injury Benefil is payabie as an additionsl bensfit where the
nsured parson has lost use of both legs and boff arms, a.g. a parmanent
total disability which involves the loss of use of all four limbs will pay
EBE0,000 + €B50,000 = €1,500,000,

Cerlain definitionsiconditions/resiriclions apply to Ihese benafits: Full
tetzils are avallable from your club secretary or from the Union's Brokers,
Aan.

The IRFLI camry the total cost of this insuranga for schiosls snd under 21
plavers, They also partly subsidise the cost of adult teams with Ihe balance
charged back to the lubs on & per leam basis

The IRFU Urges Further Cover

The IRFU insurance scheme concentrates on providing subslantial
benefits for serious injury following accidents. It does not cover
ongoing loss of earnings, [alal collapse (unless
caused by accident), medical expenses or
Hiness.

The clubs are also encouraged 1o
purchase additional top-up beneafils on
a per leam basis, Addilional cover is
alzo available for individuals (o
purchase regardiess of what cover their
clubs are providing. Howesver, lhe take
up rate on boih thesa optional covers has
hean vary low

Both these oplional covers are available
on a schame basis at subsiantially reduced
rates to that which would apply if one was to
purchase cover for rugby as a stand alone
individual, For example, an additional permanent total
disability banefit of €625,000 can be purchased for a
premium of €125, From the disappointing response, it is
avident, however, that very few players will take oul insurance cover
unless it is dope for them. It is for this reason that the IRFU over the
years have faken oul compulsory cover and have consistently
increased the benefit, year by year.

The IRFU simply cannol impesa cover for even higher limits as the
higher premiums would have o be paid by the clubs and theralore
ulitimately the individual playars. The IRFU prefer to allow individuals
to choose the additional benefits they require, and therefore
request, in the strongest terms, that players should consider their
own position and make arangements lo take out whatever
additional cover they feel is necessary

This Scheme is underwritten by Aviva Insurance Europe SE
Company and is designed and managed by the Union's broker Acn,




